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Public Health in the era of despair, denial, disinformation, despots and
disasters

We face a difficult task just doing our jobs in public health and health services - be itin
health promotion, heath protection or health services tasks |

But those tasks are made more difficult by the perfect storm of global health risks that
now face us

And those risks are made the greater by the climate of disinformation which throws
everything and everyone into doubt, hesitancy and fear

There has never been a more important time to be in the service of the health of the public,
and never a more difficult time
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These smug pilots have lost touch with
regular passengers like us. Who thinks I should fly the plane?
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Global heath threats
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The Essential List B i s -
The best of BBC.com, in your inbox AR ] s:os Angeles 6"“25

every Tuesday and Friday.

Los Angeles fires Palisades fire evacuations Eaton fire evacuations Kenneth fire evacuations Fire forecast

Devastating flash floods 'threw cars like
toys'

——— et e s More than 9,000 structures damaged or destroyed, at least 10
Bea Swallow killed in L.A. County fires

BBC News, Somerset

CALIFORNIA

Subscribers are Reading >

Shocking before-and-after satellite images show
destruction of Malibu and Altadena
neighborhoods

Aubrey Plaza says husband's death was an
‘unimaginable tragedy’

These are the Malibu and Altadena restaurants
destroyed by ongoing L.A. fires

Among tens of thousands of displaced
Angelenos, celebrities face the same devastating
losses

Constantly anxious? Ease your mind by asking
yourself this one question

Zoe Wilkes

Many streets in Valencia were left stacked high with debris and destroyed cars

A woman living in Valencia when it was engulfed by flash floods has put together a Latest California
TH |S IS group of volunteers to help rebuild in the wake of the "devastating" disaster.
= : . i § » . " Faults on power grid skyrocketed in hours before
PU BLIc ) ) . ) ) ) A_ house along Pacific Coast Highway in Malibu burns in the Palisades fire on Wednesday. More photos (Wally Skalij / Los Angeles L.A. firestorm began
The torrential rain and flooding which hit the coastal city at the end of October was the Himes)

Jan. 9, 2025

HEALTH deadliest in modern Spanish history, killing more than 220 people.
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Home / News Portal / Media Releases / WMO confirms 2024 as warmest year on record at ab

WMO confirms 2024 as warmest year
on record at about 1.55°C above pre-
industrial level

@ PRESS RELEASE

10 January 2025

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has confirmed that 2024 is the warmest year
on record, based on six international datasets. The past ten years have all been in the Top Ten,

in an extraordinary streak of record-breaking temperatures.
Key messages

« The past ten years 2015-2024 are the ten warmest years on record

+ We have likely seen the first calendar year with a global mean temperature of more than
1.5°C above the 1850-1900 average

« Six international datasets are used to reach the consolidated WMO global figure

« 2024 saw exceptional land and sea surface temperatures and ocean heat

« Long-term temperature goal of the Paris Agreement not yet dead but in grave danger
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LESS TIME BETWEEN DISASTERS

Days between billion-dollar events

100
80
60
40

: ;lﬂllllhllllnlnuu

1980 1990 2000 2010 2024

THIS IS
PUBLIC
HEALTH

John Middleton Geopolitical Health June 2026 @

08:03 o= E3
£ Climate Central's post
CVveElILS dic peLullllny Hivie njteyuctiu dariu

intense, resulting in devastating losses in
the U.S. and across the globe. https://bit.ly/
billion-dollar-disasters-2025
#climatematters
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dY Like () comment () Send (> Share

71 comments 46 shares

U.S. BILLION-DOLLAR DISASTERS
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As the planet warms, extreme weather events
are becoming more frequent and intense,

resulting in devastating losses in the U.S. and
across the globe. https://bit.ly/bill... See more
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MORE COSTLY DISASTERS
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ILLUSTRATION BY ANNIE ZHAO

'Climate Despair' Is
Making People Give Up

"It's super painful to be a human being right now at this point in history.”
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The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region

Global Agenda  Climate Change = Migration ~SDG 13: Climate Action

Climate refugees — the world’s forgotten victims

Home / India News / Climate crisis link to India’s spring heatwave

« Data on climate refugees - those forced to flee due to disasters and other weather

Tetsujilda events - is limited, which is why they're called the “forgotten victims of climate INDIA NEWS

change”.

Climate crisis link to India’s spring heatwave

Australian think tank [EP predicts that at least 1.2 billion people could be displaced by

° o @ 0 such climate-related events by 2050.

Last month, India recorded its warmest March since records were
maintained and one of the driest spring seasons, with dry warm winds
plunging much of North India into summer temperatures sooner than
usual.

Representative image

Updated on Apr 27, 2022 01:20 PM IST —«g 6 0 8 [l



Increased wildfire risks to health from climate change.

https://sciencebrief.org/topics/climate-change-science/wildfires

Health effects --Xu et al NEJM 2020, 4 articles Lancet Planetary Health 2021. All-cause mortality
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How many people die from air pollution each year? Our World

Estimates of the global death toll from air pollution published in major recent studies

‘All sources’ includes both anthropogenic and natural sources:
e The largest source of natural air pollution is airborne dust in the world’s deserts. Other natural sources are fires, sea spray, pollen, and volcanoes.
¢ Anthropogenic sources include electricity production; the burning of solid fuels for cooking and heating in poor households; agriculture; industry; and road transport.

0] 1 Million 2 Million 3 Million 4 Million 5 Million 6 Million 7 Million 8 Million 9 Million

Deaths from all sources of air pollution

World Health Organization

latest data as of 2021 — refering to the year 2016

4.2 million
3.8 million

Deaths from outdoor air pollution
Deaths from indoor air pollution

Institute for Health

Metrics and Evaluation

Global Burden of Disease study
latest data as of 2021 — refering to the year 2019

Deaths from all sources of air pollution 6.7 million

Deaths from outdoor air pollution 4.5 million

Deaths from indoor air pollution

2.3 million

Deaths from all sources of air pollution 8.8 million

Lelieveld et al. (2019)

Study published in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences

refering to the year 2015

Deaths due to air pollution from all anthropogenic sources
Deaths due to air pollution from burning fossil fuels

3.6 million

Lelieveld et al. (2015) 3.3 millon
Study published in Nature

VOhra et al- (202 1) Deaths due to the air pollution from burning fossil fuels 8.7 million
Study published in Environmental Research

Terrorism: HIV/AIDS: Road accidents Obesity
25,000 deaths 680,000 deaths | 1.3 Million deaths 2.8 Million deaths
War: Homicides:
50,000 deaths 470,000 deaths

Data on annual death tolls from other causes is the latest data from the World Health Organization, UCDP, and Global Terrorism Database as of November 2021.
OurWorldinData.org - Research and data to make progress against the world’s largest problems. Licensed under CC-BY by the author Max Roser
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Interconnectness: Loss of agricultural land through global warming, crop failure, foo« ASPH':R

riots, Arab Spring, Syrian war, mass migration, the rise of poplsit governments

Climate Change Helped Spark Syrian
War, Study Says

Research provides first deep ook at how global warming may already influence armed conflict.

By Craig Welch, for National Geographic

o GET CLOSER
= TO THE EDGE
I+ BECOME A

m MEMBER TODAY

(It's free!)

JOINUS | »

A sand tornadc passes through as thousands of Kurds stream into Dikmetas, Turkey, from Syria in

September 2014_ Years after rural resigents fleeing drougnt poured inio Syria’s cities, helping to

sparx a civil war, the region remains in turmoil.
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\ World military expenditure passes @it

#thisispublichealth

e $2 trillion for first time O\

25 April 2022

WORLD MILITARY EXPENDITURE, BY REGION,
1988-2021

2500

2000

1500 I\I

500

Military expenditure
(constant 2020 US$ billion)

0

T T T T T 1

T
\J o Q \) Q
:\990 '&99 1&0 '100 10\‘ 410\‘ @07'

Africa Americas . Asia and Oceania . Europe . Middle East

World military expenditure, by region, 1988—2021

(Stockholm, 25 April 2022) Total global military expenditure increased by 0.7 per cent in
real terms in 2021, to reach $2113 billion. The five largest spenders in 2021 were the
United States, China, India, the United Kingdom and Russia, together accounting for

62 per cent of expenditure, according to new data on global military spending published
today by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).




Areas of action for the public
health community in preventing
violence

v’ The epidemiology of violence

v Evidence-based violence prevention: a life
course approach

v Asset based community development

v Primary, secondary &tertiary prevention rote of

the public health community as primary preventers of violent
conflict, through healthy public policies and tackling major social
inequalities in health; and as early reactors, mitigaters and
responders to violence.

v'New public mental health approaches

v’ A role for public health in conflict resolution

with aid agencies, political scientists, theologians and
international lawyers

v A role for public health educational bodies
v’ A leadership and partnership role for public
health

www.fph.org.uk/uploads/Violence%20report.pdf

The role of public health in
the prevention of violence



http://www.fph.org.uk/uploads/Violence%20report.pdf
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Climate breakdown and direct health effects :risk of pandemics

#PandemlcsReport
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Climate breakdown and direct health effects :risk of pandemics

nature

Explore content ¥ About the journal v Publish with us v Subscribe

nature > news > article

NEWS | 28 April 2022 natllre ANALYSIS

Climate change will force new climate change https://doi.org/10.1038/541558-022-01426-1
animal encounters — and boost

viral outbreaks

Modelling study is first to project how global warming will increase virus

Over half of known human pathogenic diseases

Natasha Gilbert

X can be aggravated by climate change

") Check for updates

Camilo Mora®'*, Tristan McKenzie ©23, Isabella M. Gaw @4, Jacqueline M. Dean®?,
Hannah von Hammerstein', Tabatha A. Knudson®?', Renee O. Setter®?, Charlotte Z. Smith©®>3,
Kira M. Webster, Jonathan A. Patz® and Erik C. Franklin®'’

It is relatively well accepted that climate change can affect human pathogenic diseases; however, the full extent of this risk
remains poorly quantified. Here we carried out a systematic search for empirical examples about the impacts of ten climatic
hazards sensitive to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions on each known human pathogenic disease. We found that 58% (that
is, 218 out of 375) of infectious diseases confronted by humanity worldwide have been at some point aggravated by climatic
hazards; 16% were at times diminished. Empirical cases revealed 1,006 unique pathways in which climatic hazards, via differ-
ent transmission types, led to pathogenic diseases. The human pathogenic diseases and transmission pathways aggravated by
climatic hazards are too numerous for comprehensive societal adaptations, highlighting the urgent need to work at the source
of the problem: reducing GHG emissions.

Bats will have a large contribution to virus transmission between species in

the future, a modelling study finds. Credit: Pratik Chorge/Hindustan Times

via Getty
T
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What is new: global pressure on ecosystems

Climate change

Chemical pollution Ocean acidification
Not vet quantified l I

Atmospheric
asroscl loading
Not yet guantified

Stiatospheric
ozone depletion

: ’ Nitrogen cycle
{biogeochemical
flow boundary)
Phosphorus cycle
{(biogeochemical
flow boundary)

\/

Land system change Global freshwater use
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PUBLIC Source: Rockstrom, Steffen et al. Nature 2009
HEALTH




( )
‘(‘ GLOBAL NETWORK John Middleton Geopolitical Health June 2026 Q
( ]
( ]

FOR ACADEMIC PUBLIC HEALTH /\SPHE

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
in the European Region

Why isn’t it working ?

Reducing health damaging behaviours?

Climate change?

Reducing Inequalities in health ?

Addressing the pandemic of adolescent mental ill health?
Managing a pandemic ?

Preventing war?
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Political and societal constraints?
Geopolitics affects all administrations and all public heath services and
outcomes

Neoliberalism: creating the drive for uncontrolled globalization/ colonialization of health
damaging manufacturing and services by multinational companies set against a drive for low tax/
small state policies

The ‘Sovereign individuals’, the rise of the super-rich, oligarchy, increasing inequality through the
offshoring of wealth.

And the rise of populism, accelerating political corruption and distrust of governments, creating
culture wars; leading to politic instability across the globe, creating conditions of fear, distrust
and opportunities for conflict.... And authoritarian regimes

The information revolution has influenced all of these: the explosion of social media, and
dustrial disinformation undermining individual thinking and undermining democratic processes
PUBLIC
HEALTH
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Neoliberalism ‘Markets work; governments don’t’

Neoliberalism contends that markets allocate scarce resources,
promote efficient growth and secure individual liberty better
than governments.

THEROAD N8
TO SERFDOM

The “Definitive Edition
F.A. HAYEK

) BY
Bruce Caldwell

»The rule of the market

» Cutting public expenditure for social services
»Deregulation

» Privatisation

» Eliminating the concept of ‘the public good’

Friedrich Hayek, Ludvig
von Mises 1938,

published 1944-45 Government represents bureaucratic bloat and political imposition.

Markets embody human freedom. And with markets, people get what they

deserve; to alter the market is to spoil the poor and punish the productive
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Home / Economic Policy /

Neoliberalism: Political Success,
Economic Failure

The invisible hand is more like a thumb on the scale for the world’s elites.
That's why market fundamentalism has been unmasked as bogus economics
but keeps winning politically.

BY ROBERT KUTTNER JUNE 25, 2019

1 00000000
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Thisjournal  Journals Publish Clinical  Global health Multimedia Events  About

SERIES | Commercial Determinants of Health - Volume 401, Issue 10383, P1229-1240, April 08, 2023 ¥, Download Full Issue

Commercial determinants of health: future directions

Prof Sharon Friel, PhD 22 & - Prof Jeff Collin, PhD P - Prof Mike Daube, BA € - Anneliese Depoux, PhD d.

Affiliations & Notes v Article Info v  Linked Articles (5) VvV

Download PDF 99 Cite & Share L\ SetAlert (© GetRights [[7) Reprints

Summary

This paper is about the future role of the commercial sector in global health and health equity. The discussion is not about the
overthrow of capitalism nor a full-throated embrace of corporate partnerships. No single solution can eradicate the harms from the
commercial determinants of health—the business models, practices, and products of market actors that damage health equity and

human and planetary health and wellbeing. But evidence shows that progressive economic models, international frameworks,

Show Outline ¥

government regulation, compliance mechanisms for commercial entities, regenerative business types and models that incorporate
health, social, and environmental goals, and strategic civil society mobilisation together offer possibilities of systemic,
transformative change, reduce those harms arising from commercial forces, and foster human and planetary wellbeing. In our view,

the most basic public health question is not whether the world has the resources or will to take such actions, but whether humanity
can survive if society fails to make this effort.
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EDITORIAL

Tobacco giant wants od
to eliminate smoking... %

...and pigs might fly

he Foundation for a

Smoke-Free World,

an “independent”

research funding body

fully funded by tobacco
company Philip Morris, launched
on 13 September." It will provide
$960m (£711m) over 12 years to help
“eliminate smoking worldwide.” No
benchmarks for this modest task have
apparently yet been announced. This
largesse is a mere $80m a year from
a company with global revenue in
2016 of $26.7bn’ and a marketing
budget (in 2012) of $7bn intended
overwhelmingly to promote smoking.

The long, deceptive, and failed

history of tobacco harm reduction
has seen filters (including crocidolite
asbestos); misleading “reduced
carcinogen” brands; and a wide
range of breathlessly announced
innovations." Each had their academic
touts. None rediiced harms fram

3

m*
Will this be a*‘\’

modern Faustian ¢

tale, as many
expect, or will
Yach have the
success with Philip Morris that he
failed to experience in trying to
turn Pepsi into a health oriented
company for six of his post WHO Y # i
years?® Doubtless he will have a v g
predictable coterie of supplicants

for the foundation’s money. But the

breathtaking arrogance of Philip In the past, prominent “useful idiots,”
Morris and Yach shunning WHO’s Philip Morris as Lenin might have called
article 5.3 on industry interference has publicised them, " formerly working in
in the Framework Convention on tobacco control, who now attend

Tobacco Control’ will surely steel the seductive global tobacco industry meetings to
resolve of thousands of researchers rese?rCh cheer on their tobacco host’s “game
to continue to shun money obtained funding and changing” while doing nothing
from tobacco sales. courth about this industrial vector’s daily
Nearly 120 health organisations prominent efforts to promote smoking?
have called on the company instead scientists Disturbingly, the main task for

tn cimnlir etan eallineg rivavakian 10 P

http://www.bmj.com/content/358/bmj.j44437ss0=


http://www.bmj.com/content/358/bmj.j4443?sso
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Drink, but don't drive? The alcohol industry’s
involvement in global road safety 3

Connie Hoe ™, Niloufer Taber, Sarah Champagne, Abdulgafoor M Bachani

Health Policy and Planning, Volume 35, Issue 10, December 2020, Pages 1328-1338,

Volume 35, Issue 10 https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czaa097

December 2020 Published: 21 November2020 Article history ¥
PDF Nl SplitView ¢¢ Cite /A Permissions «§ Share ¥
Article Contents
Abstract Abstract
Introduction

Drink-driving is a major cause of global road traffic fatalities, yet few countries
Methods have laws that meet international best practices. One possible reason is the
alcohol industry’s opposition to meaningful policies that are perceived to directly
threaten sales. Our primary objectives are to document alcohol industry

Results
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Help Language
Global Burden of Disease 2023 results arrive October 12. Visit our website to learn more about GBD 2023,
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Finally, Big Tech is Being Put on Trial

Caroline Orr Bueno explores the parallels between the verdicts against Meta, YouTube, and Google for causing

harm to young social media users and the campaign against dangerous child labour during the Industrial Revolution

‘Breaker boys’ at the Hughestown B gh Coal C in Pittston, Pennsylvania in 1911
Photo: Lewis Hine

| wo recent verdicts finding social media companies liable for harms suffered by users have,
for the first time, pierced the shield that has long protected tech giants from facing

accountability for the negative effects of their products.
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In 2021, an estimated 123 million new cases of mental disorders
were reported among children and adolescents, with an 11.8%
annual increase during the pandemic period. Globally, one in
seven 10-19-year-olds experienced a mental disorder, accounting
for 15% of the global burden of disease in this age group. Anxiety
disorders became the leading cause of nonfatal disability in this
group, overtaking previous rankings, and depressive disorders
also rose significantly in burden. This increase was most
pronounced among females, those aged 15-24, and in high
sociodemographic index regions. Overall, mental disorders are
the leading cause of non-fatal disease burden globally, with a
persistent rise in prevalence among younger populations. The age
of onset for most mental disorders peaks around 15 years,
underscoring adolescence as a critical period for intervention.



https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41036122/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41036122/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1635801/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1635801/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1635801/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1635801/full

GLOBAL NETWORK John Middleton Geopolitical Health June 2026
FOR ACADEMIC PUBLIC HEALTH /\SPHER

The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region

BUILDHOLLYWOOD
In the European Kegion

igned to keep you hooked.

45 teens say theyspend too
uch time on social media

Billboards in Camden, London, in March by the Mad Youth Organise campaign group
Photo: David Mirzoeff/Alamy

e T— COCCDdoOoOD

Facebook X (Twitter) @Bluesky mmlInstagrom (JTikTok X(Get in touch Privacy

MADIITES

“IT°'S CRAZ
WHAT
YOUR BRAIN
TELLS YOU
TO DO WHEN
“YOU’RE A KID"

THEY GET RICH! =

A JUST TREATMENT CAMPAIGN

Mental iliness and madness among young people across Britain has skyrocketed.

One in five people aged 8-25 years old have a probable mental disorder. Hundreds of thousands of children and

d
young people have to wait months - even years - for help thatis often completely inadequate. Many are paying the

price with their lives.

. The .
¢ '.Il'hll.m

But whilst young peaple fight for survival, no one in government has asked what is driving this crisis - or

acknowledged their responsibilty for the economic and social policies fuelling it

That's why 25 young people with lived experiance came together to write ‘The Mad Youth Manifesto' —a
collective statement that argues mental distress is fundamentally a systemic and collective issue. More on this

below!

For years and years, a coalfion of unaccountable companies acting in their own self-Inerest have pursued business strategies that have

maximised both profits and misery.
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Academy of

thebmj Research ¥  Education ¥ News &Views ¥ Campaigns ¥ Jobs ¥ Medical Royal Growing up 1n the

Colleges

online world: a national

News

consultation

Social media use in children as much a concern as smoking, says Academy of Medical
Royal Colleges

BMJ 2026 ;393 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj-2026-721073 (Published 26 May 2026) Academy Submission
Cite this as: BMJ 2026:393:e721073
to DSIT

Article Related content Metrics Responses

Abi Rimmer

Author affiliations v

Young people's use of social media is a public health emergency akin to smoking, the chair of the Academy of
Medical Royal Colleges (AMRC) has said.

The warning came as the academy published its response to the government's consultation on potential
restrictions for social media use among under-16s, with a potential ban of the technology for young people one of

the measures being considered.

In a foreword academy chair Jeanette Dickson wrote, “There can be few issues which have united clinicians so

resoundingly in recent years as the impact that unfettered exposure to tech and devices is currently having on
children and young people's health.

“It ranks alongside smoking and wearing seatbelts in cars as a unifying force for the medical profession.”

https://www.aomrc.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/Academy_Submission_DSIT_Growing
up_in_the_online_world_0526.pdf
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The influence of the Atlas Network — a web of libertarian and ultraconservative ;{‘MICHELIN
] o

think tanks funded by billionaires such as the Kochs - has been well documented
in the US, the UK, and more recently Argentina following the election of Javier Earhart

Milei. Its growing presence in the EU has been less examined. But the next EU E g
elections could deliver a political landscape even more favourable to their ideas. Foundation N —
This article takes a look at some of the Atlas Network's partners in Brussels and | e e —p— EXO“MOblI

their activities.
Published on 30 May 2024
<« The European Liberty Forum, held in Madrid on 23 and 24 k t

May [ 1], is an event organised by the Atlas Network — a () Related Issues : ]
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Silencing the Voice: the fossil-fuelled
Atlas Network’s Campaign against
Constitutional Recognition of
Indigenous Australia

C 2023 1512

]
Cosmopolitan
Civil Societies:
An Interdisciplinary
Journal

Jeremy Walker
University of Technology Sydney

Abstract

Australians will soon vote in a referendum to recognise
Indigenous Australia in its 1901 Constitution and
establish a First Nations Voice to Parliament. A year
ago, polling suggested the referendum proposal of the
2017 National Constitutional Convention and its Uluru
Statement from the Heart enjoyed 60% support. Since
lead anti-Voice campaign organisation Advance
Australia began its media offensive, the Yes vote has
declined to 40%. This article argues the No campaign is
being conducted on behalf of fossil-fuel corporations
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of public health professionals PASSWORD

for both practice and research
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HOME » MEMBER'S BLOG » OTHER » DARK FORCES ARE ACTING ON CLIMATE CHANGE...
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Category:
Other

SEARCH

a»

MEMBER'S BLOG - OTHER f¥in&

DARK FORCES ARE ACTING ON CLIMATE CHANGE POLICIES IN
EUROPE, AND THE WORLD

Publication date: 03.12.2023
Author: John Middleton

Introduction

The world is burning and drowning. In this year of record temperatures of the air, the atmosphere
and the sea, we are witnessing extreme climatic events from Acapulco to Libya, from northern
China to East Africa. In Europe we have seen catastrophic forest fires and floods over the last three
summers, affecting Greece, Portugal, Spain, and France. Climate records are being continuously
broken. Climate breakdown is happening before our eyes. More than 190 countries accept climate
change as a real and existential threat and signed the Paris Agreement to reduce our reliance on
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Fossil fuel funded think tanks, part of the Atlas Network
— active in Europe

European Liberty Forum (organized by the Atlas
Foundation - in Warsaw 2022; Spain,2024)

Free Trade Europa (based Sweden)

Foundation for the advancement of Freedom Fundalib
(Spain)

ECIPE European Centre for International Political
Economy

Consumer Choice Center (Washington base- active in
Europe)

Fundacje Liberte (Poland)
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About v Mannkal Scholarship Program v Research & Publications ~ News & Blogs  Events

The 2022 Atlas Network Europe Liberty
Forum - Warsaw, Poland

& Wed June 29,2022 W Conferences
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| DARK MONEY INVESTIGATIONS: INVESTIGATION

Exclusive: Influential UK net-zero
sceptics funded by US oil ‘dark money’

Net Zero Watch says it won't take cash from fossil fuel investors — but we

discovered a funder with millions in oil

Adam Bychawski

4 May 2022, 11.00am

Global Warming Policy Foundation Uk

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/dark-money-

investigations/global-warming-policy-foundation-
net-zero-watch-koch-brothers/

Steve Baker MP, a trustee of the lobby group, has led the opposition to the government's net-zero policies. |
Tommy London / Alamy Stock Photo
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\W Economic Affairs

: w ! UK
Revealed: BP and @¢ambling inferests https://unearthed.green
fund secretive free market think tank peace.org/2018/07/30/b

p-funding-institute-of-
economic-affairs-
gambling/

The Institute of Economic Affairs has long kept the identity ofits funders

secret
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The right to protestin = Home Esparol Podcasts
the UK suppressed by s

Rishi Sunak’s Policin g Revealed: Policing bill was dreamed up by
secretive oil-funded think tank
ACt 2 0 2 3 Controversial anti-protest law may have originated in briefing from Policy

Exchange, our investigation reveals

by ADAM BYCHAWSKI

Policing Act drafted by
Policy Exchange,
funded by Exxon Mobil

THE

; | kTi-'memil(Q Q

Extinction Rebellion banner at a march against the UK's new policing bill |
Marc Gascoigne / Alamy Stock Photo

Published: June 15, 2022, 12:02 am @0 () Share
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The right to protest in the UK suppressed by Rishi
Sunak/s Policing Act 2023, drafted by Policy Exchange,
funded by Exxon Mobil

Dr Sarah Benn, and the Extinction Rebellion 16 victims .

The UK is a World Leader in Stomping Peaceful
Protest

Where does this path lead — and is this really the nation we want to be?

@ MATT GALLAGHER
& /N 31, 2025

m O . D 7 Q 2 =
At the heart of general practice since 1960
J ) A .
/
4 . -

News |INEXZ Clinical ¥ | Podcast | Pulse Reference | Indepth | Pulse PCN | Partne

Home ) Views ) Guest opinion )} ‘My GMC suspension won't stop me blowing the whistle on climate change’

‘My GMC suspension
won’t stop me blowing the
whistle on climate change’

3 Dr Benn holding the 'Stop New Oil' card

24 April 2024 @ @ @
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Fossil fuel funded through the Koch Foundation,
Neoliberal Think tank interference with national
policy at a new extreme through the Heritage
Foundation, Project 2025, the blueprint for the

Mandate Jor i et Trump regime
Leadership o 2

The Conservative Promise

Foreword by Kevin Roberts, PhD
Edited by Paul Dans and Steven Groves

O The final chapter of Project 2025 makes clear the groups involved view their goals as an ongoing existential
nattle for America. Illustration: Rita Liu/The Guardian

Heritage Foundation blueprint describes an America

Russell Vought, author in chief, Project 2025, posonedby ‘wokeness andovertaken by lawlssnessthat SAEHESHERS
and no White House Director of the Office of

Management and Budget https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/nov/04/wha
is-project-2025-trump
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/nov/04/what-is-project-2025-trump
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/nov/04/what-is-project-2025-trump
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Home / Economic Policy /

Neoliberalism: Political Success,
Economic Failure

The invisible hand is more like a thumb on the scale for the world’s elites.
That's why market fundamentalism has been unmasked as bogus economics
but keeps winning politically.

BY ROBERT KUTTNER JUNE 25, 2019
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The gap between productivity and a typical worker’s
compensation has increased dramatically since 1979

Productivity growth and hourly compensation growth, 1948-2025

500 1948-1979, avg annual growth in: 1979-2025, avg annual growth in:
Productivity: 2.5% Productivity: 1.4%
Compensation: 2.1% Compensation: 0.6%
400
g
T 300
(o]
<
O}
o
L 200
£
L
=
_
100 e
\ T T \
1960 1980 2000 2020

Notes: Data are for compensation (wages and benefits) of production/nonsupervisory workers in the
private sector and net productivity of the total economy. “Net productivity” is the growth of output of
goods and services less depreciation per hour worked.

Source: EP| analysis of unpublished Total Economy Productivity data from Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS) Labor Productivity and Costs program, wage data from the BLS Current Employment Statistics,
BLS Employment Cost Trends, BLS Consumer Price Index, and Bureau of Economic Analysis National
Income and Product Accounts.

Economic Policy Institute
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Profiteering is breaking

the economy
i

Revealing the truth about
the economy and the
workplace

Unite — Fighting for
JOBS

PAY
CONDITIONS

Profit margins up 30% across the
board

Wednesday 15 May 2024 < Share

Unite's latest report has analysed nearly 17,000 companies in the UK and found that average profit

margins have soared by 30% compared to the pre-pandemic period.
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Political and societal constraints?
Geopolitics affects all administrations, policing and public heath services

The ‘Sovereign individuals’:

— The ‘Sovereign Individuals’ who will gain most from this liberation are ‘the
brightest, most successful and ambitious’ among us, ‘those who can educate
INFORMATION AGE and motivate themselves .... Genius will be unleashed, freed from both the
oppression of government.’

‘Persons of even quite modest means will soar as the gravitational pull of
politics on the global economy weakens. Unprecedented financial
independence will be a reachable goal in your lifetime or that of your
children.’

The ‘left-behinds’ realise they have been taken for a ride and their communities and way of
life are under threat. ‘A time of great danger and great reward.’
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PAPERS: EXPOSING
THE ROGUE
OFFSHORE FINANGE
INDUSTRY

A giant leak of more than 11.5 million
financial and legal records exposes a
system that enables crime, corruption
and wrongdoing, hidden by secretive

offshore companies.

Key findings M

Files reveal the offshore holdings of 140 politicians and public officials from around the world
Current and former world leaders in the data include the prime minister of Iceland, the president of Ukraine, and the king of Saudi Arabia
More than 214,000 offshore entities appear in the leak, connected to people in more than 200 countries and territories

Major banks have driven the creation of hard-to-trace companies in offshore havens
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Before war in Ukraine, London was a glitzy
playground for Russia's richest families

By Europe bureau chief Steve Cannane in London

Posted Sun 3 Apr 2022 at 8:21pm, updated Sun 3 Apr 2022 at 9:47pm

Billionaire energy tycoon Oleg Deripaska was one of the oligarchs sanctioned by the UK government following Russia's invasion of

Ukraine. (Reuters: Maxim Shemetov )
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Billionaires’ wealth surged $6.5tn over BOX 2: THREE FACTS ABOUT THE TEN
DSt L oGRS 0TS RICHEST MEN IN THE WORLD
m Real-terms gains of $33.9tn forl world's ri,chest }% ‘enough to .
m end annual global poverty 22 times over’, charity says 1 ThE wealth uf Each uf thE "EhE Et lﬂ
NOT men has grown by almost US$S100

The unjust poverty and
unearned wealth of colonialism

million a day in 2024 on average.

2. Even if you saved USS1,000 daily since
the first humans, 315,000 years ago,
you still would not have as much money
as one of the richest ten billionaires.

3. If any of the richest 10 billionaires lost
99% of their wealth, they'd stillbe a
billionaire.

@ Superyachts were moored in Venice this week as the world's
super-rich arrived for the wedding of the Amazon founder, Jeff
Bezos. Photograph: Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters
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The rise of Populism

CAREFUL MATE ..
THAT FOREIGNER
WANTS YoUR COOKIE!

Culture wars:

Someone is to blame that
my life isn’t getting better
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United Nations

1@ General Assembly Dist.: General
)y

ﬁ 26 June 2024
g‘}ﬂ'ﬁ\—
Original: English

Human Rights Council

Fifty-sixth session

18 June-12 July 2024

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Breaking the cycle: ending the criminalization of homelessness
and poverty

Report of the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights”
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@ Save the Children m

NOWHERE SAFE IN GAZA AS ATTACKS IN THE
NORTH AND HOSPITAL ABLAZE IN THE SOUTH
PUT THE LIVES OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES AT
RISK

14 OCT 2024 - OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY
g Share 3minread
Up to 400,000 Palestinians are trapped across northern Gaza, and a deadly fire is spreading

through Gaza's Al-Aqgsa hospital sheltering thousands in the so-called “humanitarian zone”
following an Israeli airstrike.

Performative cruelty: asylum
seekers kept on Bibby Stockholm
barge ; OHCHR report on criminalizing
homeless people; continued slaughter
of children in Gaza
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The age of social media, misinformation and disinformation

Misinformation: false information that is spread,
regardless of intent to mislead.

Disinformation: false information that is
intentionally designed to mislead.
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The age of social media, misinformation and disinformation

BMJ 2019;365:12144 doi: 10.1136/bmj.I2144 (Published 13 May 2019) Page 1 of 2

CHb

BiIMCuKMR Www. ut . net.uas

n EDITORIALS

ABIALLAPA CAMI BAOMA | “XUIHEHHA NECHS
Chack for AITAK JA LUINOIO NOIIAA WO POSITIA 3 ATTBMI BAITKY, | KITVEBIA SOAMACS
CIOP. 84

updates C1oP. 30 CroP. 38

Information wars: tackling the threat from
disinformation on vaccines

Closing down trolls, bots, and content polluters would be a start

‘ t‘i 10
oo

Martin McKee professor of European public health', John Middleton president®

'London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London, UK; 2Faculty of Public Health, London, UK
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In April 2019, Unicef and the World Health Organization
highlighted a global surge of measles.'* There were 966 cases
of measles confirmed in the United Kingdom in 2018, nearly
four times as many as in 2017%; 91.2% of 2 year olds in England
had been given the MMR vaccine in 2018, down from 92.7%
in 2013-14,* with both rates below the 95% considered necessary
to prevent transmission in the pobulation. Those seekine an

Infodemics: misappropriating social media - to
sway opinion and behaviour -in this examplein

vaccine hesitancy

Sources of disinformation

A recent study of vaccine related posts on Twitter shed
considerable light on what is a complex landscape.' It identified
three broad categories of account especially likely to spread
vaccine related disinformation. The first it termed Russian trolls.
Trolls are people who conceal their identity to post false

L

CMEPTEABHA
BAKILIMHA

MO3 rpoe
B “IHAINCBHKY PYARTKY . M ¢ %o s No s Moo
Crop. 26 = - S
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The Russian troll factory at the heart https://theconversation.com
of the meddling allegations /uk/topics/russian-trolls-
58864

Former workers tell how hundreds of bloggers are paid to flood
forums and social networks at home and abroad with anti-
western and pro-Kremlin comments

Thirteen Russians charged with interfering in US election

Articles on Russian trolls

Displaying all articles

e = o e ‘ ‘ ’ ‘R ?

D55 Savushkma Street, St Petersburg, said to be the headquarters
of Russia's 'troll army'. Photograph: Shaun Walker for the Guardian

August 13, 2020
Political trolls adapt, create material to deceive and confuse
the public

Gianluca Stringhini, Boston University and Savvas Zannettou, Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History

Russian-affiliated Twitter accounts changed what they posted about, and used both text and images in
ways that shed light on how these information warriors work.
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The age of social media, misinformation and disinformation

Support The Guardian Search jobs e Sign in O\ Sq

Available for everyone, funded by readers

News Opinion Sport Culture Lifestyle More v

UK » UK politics Education Media Society Law Scotland Wales Northern Ireland

. M= Fresh Cambridge Analyticaleak ‘shows
I n fo d emics. = global manipulation is out of control’
Cambridge Analytica

Company’s work in 68 countries laid bare with release of more

m i Sa p p ro p ri ati ng than 100,000 documents

Carole Cadwalladr
v @carolecadwalla

personal information e
to sway opinion and
behaviour —in this

example in elections

A Brittany Kaiser, the then director of program development at Cambridge Analytica,
takes part in a press briefing by Leave.EU in London on November 18, 2015.
Photograph: Leon Neal/AFP/Getty Images

An explosive leak of tens of thousands of documents from the defunct
data firm Cambridge Analytica is set to expose the inner workings of the
company that collapsed after the Observer revealed it had
misappropriated 87 million Facebook profiles.

More than 100,000 documents relating to work in 68 countries that will
lay bare the global infrastructure of an operation used to manipulate
voters on “an industrial scale” are set to be released over the next
months.
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the free press

Guardian with $5 per month

Opinion | Sport Culture |Lifestyle e

dian view Columnists Letters Opinion videos Cartoons

erver How to survive the broligarchy: 20 lessons

[rump

for the post-truth world
Carole Cadwalladr

ov 2024 03.00 Inthewake of Trump's unnerving appointees, the investigative

journalist and veteran of the libel court offers pointers on
coping in an age of surveillance

sstoryis @

b Guardian has
all

John Middleton Geopolitical Health June 2026

Anew era dawns. America’s tech bros now
strut their stuff in the corridors of power
Carole Cadwalladr

The era that began with the Great Disruptor's first term is over.
Beware the emerging elite

last month. Photograph: Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images

In hindsight, 2016 was the beginning of the beginning. And 2024 Advertisement
is the end of that beginning and the start of something much,
much worse.

It began as a tear in the information space, a dawning realisation

o ‘'McMuskism: it's McCarthyism on steroids, political persecution + that the world as we knew it - stable, fixed by facts, balustraded
Trump + Musk + Silicon Valley surveillance tools.' Photograph: Carlos by evidence - was now arip in the fabric of reality. And the

Barria/Reuters

turbulence that Trump is about to unleash - alongside pain and
cruelty and hardship - is possible because that’s where we
already live: in information chaos.

0 Friends in need, friends in deed: Elon Musk embraces Donald Trump during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/11/a-new-era-dawns-

americas-tech-bros-now-strut-their-stuff-in-the-corridors-of-power
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The age of technofeudalism

To these, we must add ‘surveillance society’
‘information chaos’, Techno feudalism

Q
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Political determinants of health .

Corruption

Personal enrichment

Autocracy

Power

Belief

Offset by dangerous incompetence
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POLITICO Q EXPLORE v NEWSLETTERS & PODCASTS
HOT TOPICS WARINUKRANE ~ LVINGCMIES FRENCHELECTION2022 CLIMATE, CHANGED
FROM PRO

As Ukraine conflict heats up, so too does disinformation

The Kremlin has aggressively pushed falsehoods about the Eastern European country and NATO.

Atissue is Russia's demand that it can use funds from its frozen non-ruble assets to execute the payment | Alexander
Nemenov/AFP via Getty Images

BY MARK SCOTT
January 27, 2022 |9:58 pm
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And the political
corruption came
into plain sight
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The Telegraph Login =

News Ukraine Sport Business Opinion Mon:

Let’s deal with the Devil: we should
work with Vladimir Putin and Bashar
al-Assad in Syria

It is time to set aside our Cold War mindset and

stop being picky about our allies if we are to defeat
Isil before they kill thousands more

By Boris Johnson
06 December 2015 - 10:00pm

John Middleton Geopolitical Health June 2026
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News > UK > UK Politics POLITICO Q EXPLORE v NEWSLETTERS & PODCASTS CED

HOT TOPICS TURKISH ELECTIONS CENTRAL BANKS QATARGATE WAR IN UKRAINE LIVING CITIES

Tory party chairman’s company

° ° 9 - e w34 o
deletes webpage about Russia ‘elite ke g
connections

Company’s website boasted about working with elite Russian clients for 15 years _

HASSRoRPolicy Gorrecpondert + “Thwssdav % March 2020514 @ @ @ @ Why Britain’s Tories are addicted to Russian money

- [38]Comments

Politics has stymied efforts to clean up Londongrad.

/ “ ;
ritain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson following a meeting with Ukraine's ambassador 1o Britain | Tolga Akmen/AFP via Getty Images

Mr Elliot has co-chaired the Conservative party since 2019
(AFP via Getty Images) BY ESTHER WEBBER

MARCH 7, 2022 ‘ 12:48 AM CETl@ 8 MINUTES READ

‘Conservative friends of Russia’: a party still
courting Russian money post February 2022

»
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NATHAN GILL _ (%" TheRev.Anton Mittens & Z @ @ I -
. RICHARD TIC @ @MittensOff
il j Knowing what | know about the security services, Nathan Gill's unexpected

guilty plea could mean a deal that implicates others. | have no idea who, but
it's likely to include those close to him. Here he is between Richard Tice and
Nigel Farage, Rupert Lowe is to his left. ==
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Reform friends of Russia
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Five stages of fascism

1. The rejection of democracy, the rule of law, and equal rights under the
law in favor of a strongman who interprets the popular will.

2. The galvanizing of popular rage against cultural elites.

3. Nationalism based on a dominant “superior” race and historic
bloodlines.

4. Extolling brute strength and heroic warriors.

5. Disdain of women and fear of non-standard forms of gender identity and
sexual orientation

Robert Reich
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R
= Rep. Jim McGovern & &1 &

ROUD BOYS @RepMcGovern
STREL'T .

9wu‘?£§ Donald Trump just pardoned the guy wearing a Camp
2020
Y &

Auschwitz sweatshirt.

4:07 PM - Jan 21,2025 - 2M Views

1 HI Il\"l l Rl\l\'l I()l\‘l\l. Jl W

VANGUARD AMERICA - BLOODANDSOIL.ORG

Far right groups
USA

https://www.adl.org/resources/hate-symbol/vanguard-america
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From: Robert Reich robertreich@substack.com ™
Subject: Now the Second (and Worse) Stage of Tump's Polce State
Date: 7 July 2026 a1 09:12
To: johnmiddleton@ phonecoop.coop

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more

Now the Second (and Worse) Stage
of Trump’s Police State

It's part of the Big Ugly Bill just signed into law, and it will be evident
very soon.

ROBERT REICH
JUL7

READ IN APP A
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e
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This photo was posted on the official ‘X’ page of the US Department of Homeland Security

13 July 2025 at 08:51:57
7,029 of 7,037

08:51 .

Robert Reich & -
< Follow o
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Trump's big, ugly budget
megabill gives ICE more cops
than the FBI, more jails than
the federal Bureau of Prisons,

and a larger budget than most Friends,

countries' militaries. Once the
bill is fully implemented,
nowhere in America will be
safe from Trump's secret
police state.

Trump's Big Ugly Bill delivers $170 billion for border and immigration
enforcement.
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CHAINED, BEATEN, TORTURED:
Abrego Garcia Details His Ordeal at
CECOT

New filing details the precise experience of Kilmar Abrego Garcia
at CECOT

MICHAEL D. SELLERS
JuL 3

Q)(D)(d

Q

READ IN APP A
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Iran War - global food shortages

Economic shock -recession, hyperinflation

Cyber terror

Iran-USA_CHINA relations — nuclear war by miscalculation
Ukraine- Russia nuclear attack by desparation

Super EL Nino even bigger food shortages

At a time when political leadership least prepared to deal with
one crisis
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Meteorologists Face Harassment and
Death Threats Amid Hurricane = §

wEm Central Florida
ar  Public Media 90.7 FM Orlando * 89.5 FM Ocala

Trustworthy. Independent. Journalism.

Disinformation

90.7 FM News - Central Florida Public Media

)
P @ Fresh Air

Weather experts say the spiraling falsehoods, especially claims
that the government is creating or controlling storms, have gotten

out of hand.

2024 Atlantic Hurricane Season

Listen to this article - 5:35

> »rr‘,in | & Share full article & [1 FEMA Worker harassed
in Florida after |
Hurricane Milton

Central Florida Public Media | By Danielle Prieur n E n =
Published October 19, 2024 at 5:51 AM EDT

THIS IS

PU BLI c The damage from catastrophic flooding after Hurricane Helene ravaged Asheville, N.C., in o i ' .
X FEMA ADMINISTRATOR [

Y ip+ L

FEMA Zoom Call

HEALTH

FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell gives a press update on October 17.
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Three key factors that
made Texas floods so
deadly

Volatile weather, unusual humidity and the Texan landscape
all contributed to scale of destruction

John Middleton Geopolitical Health June 2026

FEMA Didn’t Answer Thousands of
Calls From Flood Survivors,

Documents Show

Two days after deadly Texas floods, the agency struggled to
answer calls from survivors because of call center contracts that
weren't extended.

> Listen to this article - 6:26 min Learn

Hoi & Share full article 2> [

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem at a news conference in Kerrville, Texas, on
Saturday. Ms. Noem did not renew a contract to staff call center workers until
Thursday. Jordan Vonderhaar for The New York Times
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Local news Axios Pro About Axios Signup

Mar 25, 2022 - Health

The pandemic has been deadlierin red
states

A Wil Chase, Caitlin Owens

Excess deaths in red states vs. blue states

Deaths per 100k people; March 7, 2020, to March 5, 2022; States with a 15 point or

greater margin in the 2020 presidgntial election

Effect of vaccines
9 is lowerin
arly outbreaks Red states are Omicran wave
in CAand NY far more affected (
Ve by Delta wave due
. Masking and to lower vaccine
lockdowns curb coverage
~

outbreak in blue

~3

%%r‘?J@l July Oct. gggd] April July Oct.

Data: Axios analysis of CDC data; Chart: Will Chase/Axios

COVID is killing more people per 100,000 in red states than in blue states, a reflection of GOP resistance to
vaccines.
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Cumulative confirmed COVID-19 deaths per million people Our World
Due to varying protocols and challenges in the attribution of the cause of death, the number of confirmed deaths may not accurately

represent the true number of deaths caused by COVID-19.

LINEAR | LOG
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Science' is Dangerously

Undermining Global Research
Integrity National Scientific Committee

members fired

The President is threatening US scientific credibility and global
cooperation, reports Paul Dempsey

BYLINE SUPPLEMENT

JUN 11 CDC director resigned after refusing
to support anti scientific
immunization policies

CID)(d) (S READ IN APP 7

Advisory committee on immunization
policy sacked and replaced.

Environmental and climatic science
bodies de-funded or marginalized

100 advisory scientific committees
terminated




Measles in Sandwell
2000+cases in 1988

STAR |
0

Largest evening saie in the Midlands
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GIRL 11, DIES
IN EPIDEMIC
OF MEASLES

11-year-old Dudley girl |
has die({ after contracting
measles as part of an epi-
demic which is sweeping
thmugh the country.

She is the
| borough’s first fatal
vietim since the
sudden upsurge of
the disease.

Doctors had been |
alerted after measles
claimed the life of a
four-year-oid Birming
ham girl in Apnil

their children immunised
againat the highly tagion

D v World
Tomorrow | M

THE TEXAS TRIBUNE
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An exhibit exploring our
Nation’s unfolding history.
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TEXAS MEASLES OUTBREAK

A second Texas child has died from
measles; RFK Jr. visits

About 500 Texans, mostly young unvaccinated children, have contracted the dise
The U.S. health secretary was in West Texas to visit the family.

BY POOJA SALHOTRA AND JAYME LOZANO CARVER REPUBLISH ~

APRIL 6, 2025, 9:59 A.M. CENTRAL UPDATED APRIL 6, 2025, 7:28
P.M. CENTRAL

People stand outside of a Mennonite church in Seminole where fu

rvices for Daisy Hildebrand, the second Texas child to die from Lhe
measles this year, were held. Hildebrand was 8. @ Justin Rex for The
Texas Tribune
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What is hantavirus and how does it spread?

Watch: Do viruses spread more easily on cruise ships?

Dominic Hughes, health correspondent, Philippa Roxby and Smitha
Mundasad, health reporters

4 May 2026

Updated 10 May 2026

A cruise ship hit by an outbreak of hantavirus has arrived in the Canary
Islands.

Three people confirmed to have the virus and five suspected cases have been
linked to the ship - the MV Hondius.
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THE HANTAVIRUS OUTBREAK:

A STRESS TEST FOR GLOBAL HEALTH
GOVERNANCE, ONE HEALTH, AND PREPAREDNESS

o
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The Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region (ASPHER) is closely following
the international response to the hantavirus outbreak associated with the MV Hondius cruise ship
and the broader increase in hantavirus cases reported across South America.

This outbreak is a stark reminder that zoonotic diseases continue to threaten global health in an era of
climate change, ecological disruption, mass mobility, and geopolitical fragmentation. It exposes persistent
weaknesses in preparedness, international coordination, and the operational implementation of One Health.

REINFORCE GLOBAL COOPERATION

The response demonstrates the value of scientific
collaboration and information sharing, but delays
and inconsistencies reveal critical gaps in contact
tracing, monitoring, and harmonised procedures.

PROTECT MULTILATERALISM

This outbreak occurs amid geopolitical tensions,
stalled progress on the PABS annex, and threats
to WHO's capacity. Technical cooperation under
the IHR and GOARN must be protected and
strengthened.

INVEST IN PREPAREDNESS

Neglected zoonotic diseases require greater
investment in surveillance, diagnostics, sequencing,
therapeutics, vaccines, and research.

OPERATIONALISE ONE HEALTH
Hantaviruses are shaped by human, animal,
and environmental interactions. Stronger
integration of health, veterinary, environmental,
and climate surveillance is essential.

STRENGTHEN OUTBREAK GOVERNANCE
Maritime outbreak management, docking
decisions, and the application of IHR
procedures in international travel require

clear, consistent, and accountable frameworks.

BUILD PUBLIC HEALTH CAPACITY

Sustainable investment in public health
workforce, systems, and research is the
foundation of long-term global health security.

public health workforce capacities.

\S P H — R The Association of Schools of Public Health
/ t in the European Region

and globally.

ASPHER

The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region

‘ ‘ This outbreak is a test of our collective
commitment to the Pandemic Agreement
and to global solidarity.

Delays, fragmentation, and underinvestment
put lives at risk. Solidarity, transparency,
and cooperation are the only viable
strategy for a safe and healthy future.

— ASPHER

.- ONE HEALTH --..
ENVIRONMENT HUMAN HEALTH ANIMAL HEALTH

Healthy people, healthy animals, healthy planet.
Our future depends on all three.

This outbreak must not become another missed opportunity to strengthen preparedness against contemporary threats to global health security.
ASPHER calls for governments, international organisations, academic, institutions, and public health agencies to strengthen mudtilateral cooperation,
transparent information sharing, medical countermeasure development, One Health implementation, and long-term investment in preparedness and

ASPHER stands ready to contribute its academic, educational, and public health expertise to
support evidence-informed policy, preparedness, and workforce development across Europe

https://www.aspher.org/media/resources/2026/05/ASPHER

Hantavirus-outbreak_image.png
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How WHO
Functions ina

An Evidence-Based Briefing

Fragmented World:
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in the European Region

https://www.aspher.org/media/reso
urces/2026/05/How_WHOQO_Function

s_in_a_Fragmented_World_130526
final.pdf
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‘Seven things’ John Middleton

v’ Believe that health and quality of life can be better for all people, everywhere in
the world, and for the planet

v Keep up our professional knowledge - be needed and be useful -

v’ Be alert on emergency preparedness: knowledgeable; prepared; connected

v’ Think global, act local

v’ Think ‘Planetary Health’; ‘One Health’

v’ Think inequalities in health and how to reduce these

v’ Think ‘First Nation Health’

v Understand the geopolitical world in which we live: Neoliberalism; Oligarchy and
the rise of the super-rich; the rise of populism; Industrial-scale disinformation;
Culture wars; Conflicts- local, regional, national, international
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THANK YOU

JOHN MIDDLETON, PRESIDENT,
GNAPH

johnmiddleton@phonecoop.coop
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The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region

Improving and protecting the public

health
ASE’?—IER by strengthening education and training
of public health professionals

for both practice and research
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Established 1966

Over 120 members, in 44 of 53 WHO European countries

Active through pandemic, taskforce producing over 100 papers
Development of competency and curriculum

Encouragement of global partnership

Climate breakdown and public health education



THIS IS

PUBLIC
HEALTH

18/06/2026

* GLOBAL NETWORK

e FORACADEMIC PUBLIC HEALTH

o
‘@ Springer Link

Editorial | Published: 29 March 2020

ASPHER statement on the novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) outbreak emergency

John Middleton &, Jose M. Martin-Moreno, Henrique Barros, Laurent Chambaud & Carlo Signorelli

International Journal of Public Health 65, 237-238(2020) | Cite this article
4329 Accesses | 3 Citations | 51 Altmetric | Metrics

With the outbreak of novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) we are currently
experiencing a worldwide emergency affecting all societies. Fortunately, we have learnt much
since the 1918/19 influenza pandemic, and we have come a long way towards controlling
infectious diseases. Smallpox has been eradicated, cases of measles and poliomyelitis have
been drastically reduced, and much has been achieved in mitigating HIV. Still, we now must
coordinate efforts on a global scale to stop the spread of COVID-19, an epidemic with grave
consequences. Globalization, ease of travel and open borders present challenges; but the
degree of scientific progress and the free exchange of rapidly generated knowledge also afford
important opportunities not available in previous outbreaks. These opportunities must be put

to good use; this is where public health plays a critical role.

Q

ASPHER

The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region
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Moving towards the right to ‘health for all’ by
training the public health and wider health

workforce on climate change and health

Joint statement by the EU Health Policy Platform’s thematic network
“Climate action through public health education and training”

Climate change continues to be the biggest challenge of the 215t century, with profound
and growing negative consequences on public health. The cost of inaction to act in a timely
and systemic manner will have catastrophic implications for the planet, the ecosystem,
our livelihoods, notably the health and social systems of today and in the future.
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Implement the essential public
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Global Consortium on Climate and Health Education

European Climate and Health
Responders Course

25 §

F v @ ]"-IF””"'
p_ > - EUROPEAN CLIMATE AND

. HEALTH RESPONDERS GOURSE
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ASPHER Core Curriculum Programme
(CCP)

Supporting Core Competencies for Public Health
Professionals

The ASPHER Core Curriculum Programme is a vital capacity
and curriculum bulding project. Development of core public

health competencies has been a common theme within
ASPHER's operations since 2006. The Core Curriculum
Programme strives to address the new normal which has
enveloped the public health landscape after the global
pandemic of COVID-19 and other crises.

NASPHER

The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region

Syllabi collection on Diversity in Public
ealth

These syllabi provide hands-on material for people engaged in
public health education on health inequities, social injustices and
diversity enabling students to:

- identify mechanisms of privilege and oppression related to social
identities,

- determine awareness of one's own social identities and their
relevance in the public health landscape,

- learn how to determine biases within public health structures
(and oneself),

- address and change biases in their practices to ultimately reduce
health inequities.
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Enhancing European Public Health
Preparedness, Pre-Hospital, and
Disaster Medicine

ASPHER, the World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine
(WADEM) and the European Council of Disaster Medicine (ECDM), have
partnered together to gather experts and stakeholders across
emergency, medical, political and public health disciplines on 25 March
2024 at the European Parliament for a high-level colloquium to address
‘Enhancing European Public Health Preparedness, Pre-Hospital,
and Disaster Medicine'.

Outcomes of the meeting will contribute to an enhanced public health
curriculum for current and future challenges threatening the public's
health and welfare in Europe.

ASPHER Briefing document & Statement
on the WHA Pandemic Agreement

The Pandemic Agreement: A Springboard for Urgent Progress or a
Safety Net for Basic Commitments?

ASPHER recognizes the critical importance of a robust and
comprehensive global framework to address future health
emergencies. We view this agreement as a potentially very positive
development, with ample space for countries to go further in their
commitments and actions.

ASPHER advocates for the strengths of the Pandemic Agreement to
address governance, prevention, and response deficits observed during
COVID-19, aiming for higher global standards.

Q

ASPHER

The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region

The Pandemic Agreement:

A Springboard for Urgent Progress or a
Safety Net for Basic Commitments?
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An Alliance of Regional Associations
representing schools and programs of public health around the world

@ASPHEI\

The Association of Schools of Public Health
in the European Region

CAPHIA

COUNCIL OF ACADEMIC PUBLIC HEALTH
INSTITUTIONS AUSTRALASIA

ASPPH

ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS &
PROGRAMS OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Alianza Latinoamericana de Salud Global
Asia-Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health
Association of Schools of Public Health in Africa
Association of Schools of Public Health in the
European Region

Association of Schools and Programs of Public
Health

Council of Academic Public Health Institutions
Australasia

South-East Asia Public Health Education Institutions
Network



500 Institutions | 100 Countries | 6
Continents




Enhance academic public
health worldwide through
mutual learning and
collaborations between
academic public health
institutions globally in order to
iImprove and protect the health
of people and the planet.




Priorities

* Workforce development

* Advocate for public health education
* Climate change and health

* Ethics and codes of conduct

* Faculty development

* Public health diplomacy

See our current action plan:

'

https://aspph-prod-web-assets.s3.us-east-1.amazo
27_final.pdf
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Global governance for better human, animal, and planetary health:
the role of schools and programs of public health

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/D
ocs/GNAPH_Global+governance+fort+health.pdf
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Climate and health

education
A Public Health Faculty

Climate and health responders courses Development Course on
Climate Change

Faculty development courses

SESSION 1: TEACHING CLIMATE CHANG

. ) IN PUBLIC HEALTH —CHALLENGES AND %7
Climate, ethics and law course planned SOLUTIONS

Geopolitical health curriculum reflecting on fossil
fuel and political forces against climate

improvement
Communities of practice
GNAPH seeking to work with PHA, One Health https://globalnetworkpublichealth.org/climate-and-health/climate-and-health-
. communities-of-practice-cops/ THIS IS
leaders and GCCCCHE on common earning PUBLIC

agenda HEALTH
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GNAPH Priority area:
Ethics and law

https://www.fph.org.uk/media/igkftmug/climate-
litigation-report.pdf

From analysis to action:
Climate change litigation

A guide for public health professionals
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Repository of the Public Health

Ethics and Law Network :
https://globalnetworkpublichealth.org/ PU?,;&';?KL‘;E}"&CS’
public-health-ethics-values-and-law/

* Public Health Ethics
.and Law Network
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Public Health diplomacy

DEFINING PUBLIC
HEALTH DIPLOMACY

Multidisciplinary field that enables its practitioners to effectively communicate, facilitate,
negotiate and build consensus using systems thinking, evidence based, community-in-
formed approaches, based on equity-focused and human-centered values to improve
health and well-being for all.

Joshi et al (20258), Front Public Health
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