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Contents

• It provides evidence for 19 different indicators covering the broad 
categories of urban areas, basic services, housing, working conditions and 
injuries

• Short chapters, brief review of evidence, actual statistics between and 
within countries, suggested mitigations, key references.

• Very good briefing document if new to any of these topics. 



“Environmental risk factors account for at least 15% of mortality in the 
WHO European Region.”

Inequalities have got worse in general across Europe since 
2012 for

• energy poverty, 

• damp homes, 

• noise perception,

• thermal comfort.





Air quality in Europe

‘the least affluent 20% of the population are more 
than twice as likely to live in high pollution areas 
compared to the most affluent 20% in society’

500,000 deaths in the WHO European 
region per year



In UK

• Deprived have higher values for PM10 PM2.5 
NO2

• Exceedances of standards linked to deprivation

• Overall improvements are slower in deprived 
areas

• Deprived populations less likely to be a source of 
such pollution 







“Unequal exposures depend on where and 
how people live their lives but we know that 
disadvantaged people often experience 
multiple impacts, potentially creating an 
‘environmental underclass’.” 



Policy wise

Such health inequalities are preventable to a 
large extent through environmental 
interventions and good national policies



Current work 

• Leading systematic review of air quality 
for WHO – hoping to submit this month

• Co-authored WHO publication – Toolkit 
for Policy Makers – due later this year

• Building twitter list for air quality



Resources

Ostrava Declaration 2017 http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2017/06/sixth-ministerial-
conference- on-environment-and-health/documentation/declaration-of-the-sixth-ministerial-conference-on-

environment-and-health

Environmental health inequalities in Europe. Second assessment report (2019)

http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/environmental-health-inequalities-in-europe.-second-assessment-
report-2019

Environmental health inequalities in Europe. Assessment report 2012

http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/environmental-health-inequalities-in-europe.-assessment-report has 
country cases studies

http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2017/06/sixth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-health/documentation/declaration-of-the-sixth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-health
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/environmental-health-inequalities-in-europe.-second-assessment-report-2019
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/environmental-health-inequalities-in-europe.-assessment-report
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