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The BIG Community Conversation - a BIG Success
Welcome to the fourth edition of the CHAD bulletin. The main talking point of the last few weeks has been the successful staging of the
BIG Community Conversation event. Thanks to everyone who attended and to the CHAD Can! steering group who helped to make it
happen.
The Centre for Health and Development (CHAD) joined with 1,000 Lives and other partners to host a special event entitled ‘The BIG
Community Conversation’. Billed as ‘a day of sharing stories and a celebration of making a difference in our communities’, the event took
place during Volunteers Week, on the 7th June 2017. Volunteer’s week is an annual celebration of the fantastic contribution millions of
volunteers make across the UK. The event took place at the LRV, at Staffordshire University, Leek Road Campus, Stoke-on-Trent. With
several months of planning complete, Wednesday 7th June was upon us and it was time to put all of the preparation into action.

The Big Community Conversation launched what will be an ongoing conversation with our local communities about what matters to them
and finding ways of actively supporting and engaging local people in research activity to help make things better. It brought together
over 170 local people who shared their stories about what community means to them and part they play in their community.
Throughout the day, various creative activities and workshops took place, including funding information and advice, seed growing, a
pottery wheel, hand massage, digital media support and cooking demonstrations. There were cultural musical cameos from Nepalese
singer/songwriter Suresh and an acapella group, The Gin & Tonics.
More Than Minutes, a team of talented artists, captured the spirit of the event on a live storyboard (shown at the top of the page) and
towards the end of each session, there were presentations to ‘Community Champions’ nominated through the 1000 lives network.
Read the full story and see all the images from the BIG Community Conversation on our website here.
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CHAD Seminar Series
Social Value and Participatory
Research Methods

This seminar on Social Value and
Participatory Research Methods took
place on Wednesday the 5th April 2017.
The first of three presentations Get
Talking – the power of participatory
research was presented by Penny
Vincent on how the University (led by
CCU) developed a ‘Get Talking’ approach
to community based participatory
research. Next up, Janet Hetherington,
Can I be bothered?, a very engaging
presentation on her work with young
people
using
community
based
participatory approaches. Finally, Nic
Gratton presented Creative Approaches
to Social Value - she explained how the
CCU has developed a creative approach
to measuring social value and outlined
the pilot project for which this was
used. Find out more and download the
presentation slides here.

Natural Environment and Health

This
seminar
on
the
Natural
Environment and Health took place on
Wednesday May 17th at Staffordshire
University, Leek Road Campus, Stoke-onTrent. More than 30 delegates attended,
including
those
from
academia,
voluntary organisations, local authority
and NHS.
Dr Christopher Gidlow and Dr Gemma
Hurst provided an introduction to the
association between exposure to natural
environment and human health. The
presenters used examples from the
literature and underlying theories to
explain current thinking around the
health benefits of living and engaging in
greener areas.
Find out more and download the
presentation slides here.

The Power of Working Together
Two areas where this approach of ‘working
together’ is working well are the CHAD seminar
series and the small grants fund.
We are delighted that our seminar series
continues to be well attended by a range of
practitioners, community members and
academics. The seminars get excellent feedback
and are really helping to break down barriers
between research and practice.
We also successfully delivered the CHAD small
grants programme which has resulted in CHAD
funding a total of 7 research projects into
health inequalities that will directly benefit our
communities for a total cost of £20,003. All of
the projects take a collaborative approach to
research and are grounded in our local
communities. For more information click here.

Resourceful Ageing: Creativity and
Community in Later Life

This seminar on Resourceful Ageing:
creativity and community in later life,
took place on Thursday the 15th June,
2017 at Staffordshire University, Leek
Road Campus, Stoke on Trent.
A cross section of delegates including
academics, voluntary organisations and
local authorities attended the seminar,
which began with Peter Kevern,
Associate Professor for Values in Care,
School of Health and Social Care,
presenting on the topic of Dementia
Friendly Churches.
Dr Jackie Reynolds, Research Associate
and Live Age Festival Co-Director, Keele
University,
presented
‘Celebrating
Creative Ageing: Meet Me at Live Age’.
Find out more and download the
presentation slides here.
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CHAD Developing Links with Potential Japanese Partners
Dr Peter Kevern (Associate Director and lead for Healthy Living)
recently presented on the work of CHAD at a Symposium on
‘Healthy and Active Ageing’ hosted by the London office of the
Japan Agency for Medical research and Development (AMED) in
April. AMED is the Japanese equivalent of the National Institute
for Health Research (NIHR), and is actively seeking collaborations
with research partners in the UK.
A variety of participants presented on a range of initiatives from
national research and development collaborations with private
health providers to trials and evaluations of local initiatives to
promote wellbeing and reduce health inequalities among older
people in both countries.
Two examples stood out as sharing a ‘CHAD philosophy’ for tackling health inequalities in old age and perhaps providing a basis for future
collaboration read more.

Faculty of Public Health Conference 2017
On 20th June members of CHAD made the short trip across to
Telford for the Faculty of Public Health Conference 2017.
The conference provided a fantastic opportunity for networking
with individuals and organisations interested in public health and
driving change from across the UK. There was a lot of interest in
CHAD both from colleagues who had heard about CHAD and
wanted to know how our work was progressing and new people
who wanted to find out more about what we do. We hope some
of the contacts we made lead to future collaborative research
projects, support and critical friends.
To see the presentations made at the Faculty of Public Health
Conference, click here.

Update on CHAD research projects
This section highlights some examples of current CHAD research.
1.

Homelessness in Stoke-on-Trent
Building on the research we completed on city centre street activity and rough sleeping, in November 2016, we were asked to
facilitate a Homelessness Summit organised by the Hardship Commission. Over 50 people attended the summit which aimed to
explore how we can better coordinate collective efforts to create a better future for people who are at risk of or experience
homelessness in the City and reduce the impact of homelessness on the wider community.

2.

Thinking Active
All four pilot programmes are now complete and the researchers are busy analysing the quantitative and qualitative data
collected. We will shortly be producing a report for Staffordshire County Council to detail our findings on the feasibility of
delivering Thinking Active in local community settings.

3.

In development
Two core-funded projects currently in development are around staff perceptions of end of life care in Staffordshire and an
evaluation of the 0-5 years Healthy Child Programme model.
Keep an eye on the website for more information, updates and publishing of research reports.
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Dates for your Diary
Seminar Series
20th September 2017, 12.30pm - 2pm: Seminar
Title: Physical activity and management of chronic conditions,
with a focus on both dementia and cancer
Venue: TBC, Stoke-on-Trent
18th October 2017, 12.30pm - 2pm: Seminar
Title: and Venue: TBC, Stafford
To stay up to date, become a Friend of CHAD here.

DON’T MISS …..
9th November 2017
1.30pm - 5.00 pm, CHAD research symposium: join us for posters,
presentations and opportunities for discussion about a range of
health and social inequalities research, across a wide range of
academic disciplines.
followed at 6.00 pm by a Guest Lecture: from Duncan Selbie, Chief
Executive of Public Health England.
Further details will be available on our website soon.

Contact us
For more information please contact:
Email: enquiries@chadresearch.co.uk
Phone: 01785 353578
Website: www.chadresearch.co.uk

Twitter: @chadresearchuk

Address:
Centre for Health and Development
School of Health and Social Care
Brindley Building
Staffordshire University
Stoke-on-Trent Campus
Leek Road, Stoke-on-Trent
ST4 2DF

